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Upcoming Events 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 
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From the Headmaster 
 
VOCATIONS - THE FRUIT OF THE NEW EVANGELIZATION:  
PART 1 
 

This week churches across America will celebrate National Vocations 
Awareness Week.  Many people appreciate and support John Paul the Great 
Academy precisely for its abundant fruit in vocations.  Eight of our 
graduates have entered seminary in the past seven years. Last year, our 
valedictorian, Michael Vidrine, AND our salutatorian, Brice Cambre, both 
entered St. Benedict Seminary for the Diocese of Lafayette.  In addition, one 
of our teachers, Ms. Ali Reed (now Sr. Malia Grace) entered the Nashville 

Omnia in Excellentia 
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Dominicans, and another, Mr. Travis Abadie, (now Deacon Abadie), is 
preparing to be ordained a priest this summer.   

 
On more than one occasion, I have been asked how JPG achieves this remarkable 
success in fostering vocations at a time when parishes are still closing across the 
country for lack of priests.  I offer two simple answers: 

 
1. We focus on building relationships: At JPG, we constantly look for ways 

for our students to build friendships with seminarians and young religious 
sisters and priests.  Just five to eight years older than our upper-classmen, 
these seminarians, sisters and priests put a crucial human face on the religious 
life.  Their beautiful and joyful witness is essential to helping students to 
discern their future vocations.  Young people who cannot “imagine” or 
picture life as a seminarian or sister in concrete detail are simply incapable of 
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discerning a religious vocation in a serious way.  Just as we need the sacraments 
to mediate grace through concrete and physical signs, so too do we need heroic and human faces to show us the concrete, 
daily reality of a vocation to the religious life or the priesthood.  There is just no replacement for the presence of young 
religious sisters and priests in the lives of our Catholic youth.  It’s that simple. 
 

2. On the other hand, we do NOT focus primarily and intensely on whether a particular young person is called to the 
priesthood or religious life: At JPG, our daily emphasis, instead, is on what John Paul the Great called “the fundamental 
vocation of every human being”…the vocation to love and to holiness.  Priestly and religious vocations, as well as strong 
marriages, can be encouraged with events like National Vocations Awareness Week, but ultimately, religious vocations take 
root only when young people participate in daily prayer, develop a rich interior life, and establish a close personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, who calls each of us by name.  If you want seminaries filled to capacity, teach our young 
people to pray.  If you want religious sisters teaching in our schools in great numbers, teach young people to rest in the 
stillness of an adoration chapel.  And if you want wise young priests and strong committed marriages, encourage every 
young person to hear Jesus’ personal call, attracting them to the joy and delight of a life lived in the fire of His love.   

 

The truth is, at JPG we spend relatively little time focusing on our students’ specific vocations.  We know that God provides the 
graces and calls those He wills in His own good time, if we are but faithful to prayer and our daily call to holiness.     
 

As Mother Teresa so often said, “We are called not to success, but to fidelity.”   
 

Coach & JPG alum Hannah Hornsby joined the 
seminarian team to challenge our state champion 

girls volleyball team at Fall Fest! 

Nov 7          First Friday Devotion 
Nov 8          Football State Finals 
Nov 14        High School Silent Retreat 
Nov 15        Collar-nary Cook-off 
Nov 24-28   Thanksgiving Break 
Dec 1           No School/Faculty Work Day 
Dec 4           Open House 
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CAMPUS LIFE 
 

1. Veterans Day – Friday, November 7. Please invite your 
family members who are veterans to join us for Mass 
at 8:30 am, followed by a short presentation honoring 
their service. Also, please send in any names of veterans 
in your family (living or deceased) so that we can add 
them to the Mass intentions. If you would like to display 
a framed photo of one of your loved ones, send it to 
school by Thursday, November 6.  

 
2. Drama Club Update: Spring Play Auditions – Nov. 6 

&  1 3 during Upper School Lunch: Auditions for our 
February production of William Shakespeare's The 
Tempest are currently underway! Students in 7th-12th 
grade who are interested in being in the Cast or on Stage 
Crew need to return their green permission slip with a 
parent's signature before they will be allowed to audition. 
Interested students received a tentative calendar of 
rehearsals and performances scheduled during the 
months of December, January, and February. The 
permission form includes a statement of commitment to 
be present on those dates. The Cast will be announced 
before Thanksgiving Break. 

 
Please note that students who are on academic probation 
during the second quarter are not eligible to join the 
Cast. (See p. 12 of the JPG Family Handbook for 
information about academic probation.) Students placed 
on probation during the second quarter who are taken 
off of probation for the third quarter may join the Crew 
if there are positions still available. For more 
information, contact Ms. Byers: ebyers@jpgacademy.org. 

 
 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
 

3. High School Silent Retreat – Friday, November 14, 
9:30-Noon. The 8-12th grade students will be enjoying 
their second silent retreat of the year.  After Mass with 
Fr. Bordelon, we will be joined by guest presenter Jimmy 
Mitchel, who will encourage the students to reflect on 
what it means to build a culture of love, truth, and 
beauty, first in their own hearts, and then in the world.  

 
4. Marriage Made for Heaven – Please join us! Our 

program is scheduled to meet on November 22 at 6:00 
pm in the refectory. Please contact Cindy Marcantel 
at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org if you will be attending. 
Our topic for November will be “keeping our priorities 
in order.” We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
5. THANK YOU! From the Gaspard Family – I would 

like to thank everyone who came out to the fundraiser 
to support the volleyball team and bought a fish fry 
dinner. The money donated to me and my family has 
been a great help in securing much-needed medical 
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supplies. My health is as good as can be at this time 
and because of all the prayers and sacrifices made on 
our behalf, God's graces are holding us steady. We 
pray for all of you daily and will continue to do so as 
God's servants of mercy. 
- Fred Gaspard 

 
ACADEMICS 
 

6. Science Olympiad – Explore the world of Science 
on Saturday, March 14. If your child is looking for a 
fun way to explore the natural sciences, joining the 
JPG Science Olympiad Team is a great way to go 
deeper in your understanding of the natural world 
without having to commit much of your time. Grab 
a permission slip from the front office or from your 
science teacher and start exploring today!  
Visit soinc.org for more information. 

 
7. Art Class – First through sixth grade students have 

been busily producing amazing masterpieces! Thanks 
to all of the parents that have been and are 
volunteering to help this process! If you would like 
to help, please email Mrs. Marcantel at 
cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org. Please check out the 
art display case located on the first floor of the main 
building near the fifth and sixth grade classrooms. 
Feel free to stop by the art room and be inspired! 

 
High School art students have been studying line, 
calligraphy, and pen and ink. They have designed a 
word or a quote with insight and creativity! Look for 
these in the display case and on our website! 

 
If anyone has old t-shirts they would like to get rid 
of, the art department would be happy to receive 
them! Please cut the sleeves off and send them with 
your student. We would also be happy to receive 
foam meat/veggie trays from the grocery store. 
Thanks for your help!  

 
Coming Soon: an online store for parents to 
purchase their child's artwork applied to merchandise 
such as mugs, bags, and cards!  More information to 
come! 

 
8. Speech & Debate – The Guardian Speech and 

Debate Team has a busy month in November. We 
will be heading to three competitions: Lafayette High 
(Nov. 7 & 8), Bolton High in Alexandria (Nov. 14 & 
15) and Abbeville High (Nov. 22 & 23). Please join 
us to cheer on our competitors or assist in 
judging. For more information about the 
competitions, please contact Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org. 
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9. Horticulture - The goal of the horticulture program 

this year is to show the students the interconnection of 
systems within nature and that by utilizing and 
mimicking these systems we can create sustainable, 
productive produce and artifacts.  We spent much of the 
first quarter mulching the oak alley on the west side of 
the school in order to help recreate a forest ecosystem 
to ensure long term health of the oaks.  Towards the 
end of the quarter we began learning about soil 
composition and how different types can be used for 
growing vs building and began our first building project, 
an earthen oven.  The oven was made almost entirely 
with materials found on JPG's campus and our first two 
loaves of bread were successfully baked on last 
Tuesday.  Students in the lower school have also started 
using the raised beds to learn about the growing process 
as well. 

 
We have also been blessed to be chosen to pilot a 
portable, self-sustainable hydroponic greenhouse from 
Helical Outposts.  This greenhouse system has been designed to help answer the call Pope Francis and our Church has 
made to ending world hunger and we are indeed blessed to participate in this venture.  In about two weeks time, once the 
greenhouse construction has been completed, we will begin learning how to grow vegetables hydroponically, without soil in 
PVC pipes with water and nutrients, and produce double the yields of traditional farming while using less 
resources.  Students will also have opportunities to utilize the facility in their other classes through cross-curricular 
activities, such as hands on experiments in science class. 
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The third graders had a very busy October. We 
visited Robin Farms to learn about seed planting, to 
see various crops growing, and also to paint 
pumpkins.  
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Students culminated their study of the novel 
Around the World in 80 Days by traveling 
around the world, observing different styles of 
dress, tasting foods, and listening to student 
presentations. 
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Corey, Angéle, Owen, and Camille Grimley - 
one of the new JPG families joining the school 

for 2015-16 - enjoying the Fall Fest! 

Fall Fest Photos! 

The JPG Choir at the Fall Fest Mass 
at the Lourdes Grotto 

The Fall Fest Train was a hit! 

Mr. Art Garrett and JPG students 
enjoying the beautiful day. 

Jacob escapes one dad only to be caught by 
the lightning fast Mr. Chasuk 

Mrs. Lewis and a future JPG student 

Mr. Albarado successfully photobombs his 
unsuspecting students 

JPG students enjoy a little music by Noah 

Fr. Nick Dupré receives the gifts at Mass 
from the Chustz family. 


